CEMENT ROADSTONE HOLDINGS

New England Divestment Task Force
P.O. Box 9273
Conference Warwick, RI 02889-9273

The United Methadist Church \\siliam P. Aldrich, Chair  Email: wpaldrich@cox.net

July 14, 2006

Mr. W. I. O’'Mahony

Chief Executive Officer
Cement Roadstone Holdings
CRH plc

Belgard Castle, Clondalkin
Dublin 22, Ireland

Re: Corporate support for the Israeli occupation of Palastiand
Dear Mr. O’'Mahony:

The Divestment Task Force of the New England Conference adiiited Methodist
Church has been charged by Resolution 204 (ref. the attathimein part:

“examine and submit to United Methodist churches and imesgtmanagers...a list
of companies that support in a significant way the Israeligation of Palestinian
territories....Before placing a company on the list, the catemishould write to that
company, explain the committee’s concerns, and requeshgeirathe company’s
relationship to the Israeli occupation.”

The list will serve as a guide for churches and organizatigthgwthe Conference when
making investment decisions.

We understand that the Europe Materials Division of CemeatiRtone Holdings has
acquired a 25% stake in the Mashav group in Israel. Mashia® i®tding company for
Nesher Cement, which, according to its websitthessole producer of cement in Israel. It is
widely believed that Nesher is involved in the building @f skeparation wall inside the

West Bank which, in effect, annexes Palestinian land tellaral has been declared illegal
by the International Court of Justice. Such action suppodssustains the illegal Israeli
occupation of Palestinian land.

We also believe that Nesher Cement is used in the constrattibegal settlements in the
occupied territories, checkpoints that impede travel antheerce for Palestinians, and
more than 700 kilometers of Israeli-only roads in the WeskB&ur concern about these
instruments of occupation, which violate the Fourth Ger@wavention, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and numerous United Natisg@ugons, is more fully
detailed in the attached resolution.



We invite you to explain your position before we decide tvieto place your corporation
on the divestment list. Are the above allegations incomentisleading? Are there facts of
which the Conference should be made aware that place ygaratbon’s actions in a
different light, such as a decision to discontinue your coryipanvolvement with Mashav
unless assurances are given that Nesher cement will no¢teénusuilding the wall,
settlements, checkpoints or Israeli-only roads in the \Bask?

If the allegations are true, this letter is a formal requ@sCément Roadstone Holdings to
terminate its involvement in any actions or companies thgistithe Israeli occupation of
Palestinian territories.

A response to our questions and concerns from your corporaiihin the next 60 days is
respectfully requested, either by mail or by email. If yosaneone on your staff would
like to talk directly with me concerning this matter, pleegetact me at
00-1-401-785-1596. We would welcome such a discussion.

Sincerely yours,

William P. Aldrich, Chairperson

Divestment Task Force, New England Conference

Attachment: Resolution 204 as passed by the New Englan@i@ané of the
United Methodist Church on June 11, 2005

CRH REPLY TO COMMITTEE (next page)




In the specific case of Israel, and within the rights awarded to us as minority investor, we
continue to ensure that CRH meets all the local legal requirements for the conduct of
business in the region. Hopefully in time, if lasting peace emerges in the region, CRH may
have the opportunity to be a positive influence on the direction of the Building Materials
Industry in the region.

We hope this addresses your queries and that CRH remains an investment vehicle for the
New England Conference churches and organisations.

Yours sincerely,
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